CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee

Approved Minutes

Monday, May 17, 2010






3:30 PM- 5:00 PM

4187 Smith Laboratory

ATTENDEES: Bitters, Breitenberger, Daniels, Fredal, Mumy, Vankeerbergen, Zerby. 
AGENDA:
1. Approve minutes of 4/19/10       
Mumy, Bitters, unanimously approved
2. E-vote results of 5-3-10 concerning the English 367 assessment plan and the revisions to syllabi for 367.03 non-H and H and 367.04 non-H and H will be posted on CRMT.

3. Announcement from the chair: AAAS 200 was approved for Social Diversity GEC status on 4-5-10 but sent back for Social Science-Individuals and Groups GEC status. The Department decided to not pursue the Social Science GEC request. Accordingly, the course was moved on to OAA on 4-26-10.

   

4. GE Discussion: Develop goals and expected learning outcomes for Cross-disciplinary seminars    
· Q: How many credits are those courses? A: Could be 3, 2, or 4. The exact number was not specified by ULAC.

· Subcommittee looks at goals and Expected Learning Outcomes (ELOs) developed by Service Learning Roundtable for the Service Learning category. This is a good example to look at.
· The goals and Expected Learning Outcomes for current GEC are expressed in sentences starting with “students + action verb.”

· Currently, “Issues of the Contemporary World” uses 597 for its course number. Cross-disciplinary seminars will keep a unique number (likely 4597).
· The mission of this subcommittee is to expand the existing GEC category so that it is no longer limited to the contemporary world. Medieval farming could be studied from literary, economic, etc. angles. However, contemporary issues should be able to fit in the new definitions. 
· Suggestion: ELO 1: “Students are able to synthesize and apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to topics of current interest” (a question/issue/important problems). 
· ELO 2: 
· “by interacting with students from different majors”: it is impossible to approve or deny a course based on this. This language is even unrealistic in the language of 597. The language regarding “students from different majors” should be in the goals. The syllabi for cross-disciplinary seminars should include language, topics, and methods from different disciplines. “By interacting with students from different majors” would replace “in an enriching capstone experience” in the goals.
· Subcommittee decides that following language encapsulates meaning of ELO 2: “Students learn the value and limitations of different disciplinary perspectives (and how combining perspectives yields a better understanding of a topic).” Subcommittee decides to leave out second part of the sentence (part in parentheses), for this information is already expressed in first part of sentence. Concern: How does one assess this?

· ELO 3: “Students write about or conduct research….” This seems vague. What is meant is that students express their understanding through writing (cf. idea that research is important). Subcommittee decides to put that idea in the goals. Skip ELO 3.
· Students who will take those seminars will probably be seniors; probably still capstone course.

· Goals: 
· Suggestion: “Students write about or conduct research on a topic of current interest while drawing upon multiple disciplines and interacting with students from different majors.” Subcommittee decides that this would sound too much like a writing course.

· Subcommittee agrees on following language: “Students demonstrate an understanding of a topic of current interest by producing a scholarly activity which draws upon multiple disciplines and their interactions with students from different majors.”  

· Subcommittee decides against developing language limiting the disciplinary fields of the category.
· Recap: Cross-disciplinary seminars goals and ELOs:

· Goals: Students demonstrate an understanding of a topic of current interest by producing a scholarly activity which draws upon multiple disciplines and their interactions with students from different majors. 

· ELOs:

· Students are able to synthesize and apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to topics of current interest.
· Students learn the value and limitations of different disciplinary perspectives.
5. Final comment regarding GE: In the future, there will be a necessity to develop ELOs for laboratories for both the biological and physical sciences.

Meeting adjourned 4:35PM
